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全文摘要
本次讨论集中于一个国际政治经济学领域的模型，该模型简化了国家在联盟选择时的行为及其对全球权力格局的影响，将全球其他国家视为一个均匀分布的力量，这简化了对联盟动态和国际关系复杂性的分析。讨论者们质疑模型能否更好地反映现实世界中国家间合作与竞争的复杂性，以及第三方的影响。会议强调了理解全球力量变化对于中央银行的重要性，特别是全球化、地缘政治、国际贸易系统的变化，以及这些变化如何影响全球经济。此外，研究通过构建全球条约数据库，分析了过去两百年间国际条约，量化了对齐、贸易和权力之间的关系，讨论了政策选择对福利的影响，边缘多数国的行动如何影响全球对齐和经济活动的格局。最后，讨论了国家与美国对齐度对贸易量的影响，以及中国在全球经济中可能的角色变化。

章节速览
00:00 全球化冲击下的全球经济新秩序
本次年度研究会议聚焦全球化冲击下的经济变化与国际贸易体系，探讨了地缘经济碎片化对全球供应链、货币政策及金融稳定的影响。会议强调，面对持续的供给冲击、贸易不确定性增加以及金融脆弱性上升，中央银行需深入分析全球力量变化，以维护价格稳定和经济信任基础。与会者将讨论从地缘政治到全球贸易体系的最新研究成果，共同探索应对策略。

08:09 网络视角下的地缘政治与全球化
该研究旨在构建一个网络框架，以理解国家如何在地缘政治网络中协调政策与联盟。通过引入一个模型，其中国家在选择符合自身利益与协调盟友政策之间做出权衡，同时投资于战略影响以改变他国行为。研究还探讨了地缘政治行动如何反映模型中的均衡结果，并提出了一种方法，利用观察到的行为揭示未观测的地缘政治网络。最终，该网络框架为进行假设分析，如国家偏好或网络结构变化的影响，提供了工具。

11:40 国际政治网络中的战略影响与行动协调
讨论了国际政治网络中，国家通过战略投资影响其他国家行动，以协调自身利益与网络内其他国家偏好之间的关系。模型假设网络对称，每个国家有其特定的国内利益和行动选择，通过网络中的双边联系影响他国行动。引入战略影响后，国家行动不仅基于自身偏好，还受到其他国家行动和投资影响的调整，形成复杂但可预测的均衡状态。

17:53 国际影响力网络与地缘政治模型分析
对话探讨了国家间影响力投资的边际效益与成本平衡，以及国际议题如何导致全球极化或协调。通过网络邻接矩阵的特征分解，模型揭示了高特征值的裂痕加剧极化，而低特征值则促进分歧的缓和。基于共同潜在议题影响偏好与网络结构的假设，模型得以与数据对接，揭示未观察到的地缘政治网络。

23:49 全球化网络中的国家行动与偏好分析
通过分析联合国投票数据和国家政治倾向，研究者构建了一种模型来衡量各国在国际舞台上的结构重要性，并揭示了不同历史时期国家间的地缘政治裂痕。该模型基于国家行动与偏好的相关性，能够逆向推导出潜在的网络结构，从而捕捉到冷战、全球南方崛起以及中美对抗等关键地缘政治变迁。研究发现，国家在网络中的联系随时间高度动态变化，尤其是在柏林墙倒塌后，这表明国际关系的复杂性和流动性。

28:37 网络重构与地缘政治关系分析
通过重构网络模型，研究了中美两国在全球地缘政治网络中的地位与影响力，验证了模型的准确性。进一步探讨了中国若持有美国偏好，其行为变化及对周边国家的影响，揭示了国家行为受网络关联约束的特性。

32:01 国际关系网络分析与地缘政治权力量化
对话围绕通过模型分析国际关系中的地缘政治网络，探讨了国家权力的量化方法，包括自主性和控制力的测量。研究揭示了美国和中国在全球政治中的主导地位，以及美国权力对盟友网络连接的依赖。此外，还讨论了通过外交偏好和行为的交叉国家暴力数据恢复地缘政治网络的创新方法，及其在测量政治影响力和量化直接与间接地缘政治关系中的应用。

40:52 网络结构推断与地理政治行动分析
讨论了如何通过跨国偏好和行动的协方差矩阵，利用谱识别方法重构潜在的网络结构，强调了网络对称性和共同特征向量假设的重要性，展示了仅用前五个成分即可解释数据中超过95%的协方差，验证了方法的有效性和实用性。

46:06 联合国投票行为与地缘政治力量分析
对话围绕联合国投票数据展开，探讨了国家在不同议题上投票行为背后的地缘政治力量。讨论了国家间历史联系对投票决策的影响，以及模型如何反映国家利益与联盟关系的平衡。还提及了模型假设的验证方法，以及经济因素与地缘政治网络在决策中的作用，强调了理解全球权力动态的重要性。

54:06 全球政治网络与固定议题分歧模型
讨论了全球政治中基于固定议题分歧（cleavages）的网络模型，这些分歧决定了国家间的联系和偏好。模型认为，不同议题出现时，这些分歧的重要性权重会变化，从而影响国家权力的分布。国家的影响力不仅取决于其规模或双边关系，还取决于议题的性质和整个网络结构。该模型假设存在一个稳定的议题分歧结构，尽管其重要性可能随时间变化。

56:13 网络模型分析与地缘政治变迁
讨论了利用数据驱动的网络模型来揭示地缘政治变化，特别是国际关系中的投票行为变化。该模型不预设特定的网络结构，允许数据自由揭示联系。尽管这种方法能够模拟地缘政治变化，但缺乏解释这些变化根本原因的深度经济模型。研究者们提出了未来方向，包括构建更深入的经济模型来理解全球化、技术变革、不平等对地缘政治联系的影响。同时，讨论了将欧洲视为单一实体进行反事实分析的可能性，这要求对成员国的投票进行加权平均处理，以估计其偏好和网络权重。

01:00:28 网络结构与经济关系的相互作用
讨论了网络结构如何随经济结构变化而变化，以及不同类型的依赖关系（如安全与经济）随时间推移在网络中的重要性变化。研究发现，随着时间的推移，经济依赖逐渐超越安全依赖成为网络结构中的主导因素。此外，分析了各国在网络中的影响力，指出某些小国的间接连接对它们的影响力贡献显著，而像伊朗和俄罗斯这样的国家在网络中拥有超出其规模的权力。

01:06:53 联合国投票与战略影响投资的模型分析
讨论了在联合国投票中如何处理战略投票和弃权问题，提出了模型将投票行为视为影响投资后的行动，并考虑了不同议题类别下的理想点估计。建议通过分议题类别估计模型和使用历史样本验证模型的有效性，同时探讨了将安全理事会投票纳入分析的可能性及经济影响力对投票权重的影响。

01:13:39 全球化与大国权力关系研究
讨论了全球化进程中大国（如英国、美国、中国）对全球化的影响力，以及从单极到多极世界过渡中各国的得失。研究结合理论模型与全球条约数据库，分析了国际条约和权力分布的关系，揭示了多边对齐在全球化中的作用。

01:48:39 全球化世界中的政策选择与贸易效应
讨论了一种全球化模型，其中各国政策选择影响贸易成本和福利。模型假设政策一致性减少跨境交易成本，而偏好距离增加效用损失。分析了政策选择的策略互补性和偏好冲突，强调了在高偏好敏感度下，政策一致性对贸易和福利的重要性。

01:52:50 全球化与碎片化均衡：新兴经济体的影响分析
对话探讨了全球化和碎片化两种经济均衡状态及其形成条件。研究显示，随着新兴经济体规模的扩大，国家倾向于选择全球化的政策，这促进了全球贸易。然而，全球化带来的利益分配不均，靠近新兴经济体的国家受益更多，而距离较远的国家可能因政策调整成本高而受损。此外，新加入的经济体可能根据自身规模和偏好选择强化或破坏全球化，影响全球均衡状态。最后，通过实施非歧视性制裁，协议方可以强制成员国遵守统一政策，改变自愿选择的纳什均衡格局。

02:03:17 条约与国家间对齐关系研究
研究通过分析过去两百年间五万五千多个条约数据，探讨了国家间对齐关系及其对经济交流的影响。发现条约数量随时间波动，尤其是在两次世界大战及近年来出现显著下降。研究显示，条约签署与国家权力地位正相关，且非经济条约同样对经济交流有显著促进作用。此外，即使控制了贸易等变量，条约仍能反映超越贸易层面的对齐关系。

02:12:09 全球化与大国主导下的经济趋同分析
对话探讨了全球化背景下，尤其是1990年代后，各国经济趋同的原因。一种观点认为，冷战结束后，各国偏好趋同，导致经济与贸易的全球化。另一种观点指出，是由于美国的主导地位迫使各国采取相似行动，而非偏好真正一致。论文提出了新视角，认为主导国家的‘引力’效应促使其他国家行为趋同，而非强制或提供公共物品。这一理论对政策制定有重要启示，区分不同理论对政策的影响不同，需考虑最优应对策略。

02:17:26 全球化与国家偏好：协调与冲突
讨论了在全球化背景下，不同国家的偏好如何影响其行动选择，以及这些选择如何导致全球化或碎片化世界的结果。强调了语言作为交流工具在经济合作中的重要性，并指出虽然全球化从整体上看是积极的，但对于远离美国偏好的国家可能带来不利影响。此外，探讨了美国实施制裁如何改变不同国家之间的均衡状态，以及这种做法对全球稳定和经济合作的影响。

02:25:00 中美相对实力与全球治理动态分析
讨论了中美两国在相对实力变化下的全球治理角色转变，分析了两国偏好差异及相对规模对全球化进程的影响。提出了多极世界中国家行为的复杂性，探讨了国家如何通过调整政策以适应新的国际格局。强调了数据与理论结合的重要性，指出贸易与政策对齐之间的相互作用对全球秩序的影响。

02:30:53 全球化背景下中美博弈与世界秩序重塑
讨论聚焦于全球化中中美两国的博弈及其对世界秩序的影响。参与者探讨了如果将其他国家视为能动主体，它们如何通过合作改变中美之间的博弈结果，提出需构建动态模型以反映经济互动对未来国家规模的影响。此外，还提出了世界均等化可能导致的协调难题及全球碎片化风险，强调了协调机制作为公共品的重要性。

02:37:06 中等国家在中美贸易关系中的角色转变
对话讨论了中等国家在中美两大经济体之间的立场切换机制。当中国影响力增强时，某些国家可能从美国阵营转向中国，这一转变取决于经济利益与政策偏好之间的权衡。模型分析显示，排除特定区域（如中国）的贸易协议与全面自由贸易协议相比，其福利增益差异在于能否更有效地统一成员国的政策。

02:41:37 全球化与国家偏好对贸易关系的影响
讨论了国家偏好在模型中的固定性和外生性，及其对结果的影响。分析了偏好变化可能带来的国际关系动态，包括未来贸易伙伴选择的调整。探讨了在统一的两极世界中，引力模型的适用性，以及偏好随时间变化的可能影响。同时，提出了在全球化背景下，区分分歧与统一议题的重要性，以及多边主义在解决全球性问题中的作用。最后，讨论了第三方国家效应在贸易协定中的量化分析，以及生产力增长对全球贸易格局的影响。

发言总结
发言人1
首先对会议表示欢迎，并强调了年度研究会议由东研部与国际部联合举办的背景。他指出，尽管当前面临全球经济整合的转变，如经济地理碎片化等挑战，但研究者、同事和嘉宾的共同努力使会议得以成功。他讨论了在政治经济内部因素影响下，国家偏好可能发生变化的情况，强调大型国家因市场庞大、多样化能力强，在应对挑战方面成本相对较低。他还探讨了全球政治经济格局中的关键议题，如中国与美国之间力量对比变化的影响，以及如何通过量化分析来理解和预测全球政治经济格局的演变。通过构建模型和分析全球条约数据库，他评估了大国如何通过网络连接对其他国家行为产生影响，以及国家间条约签署的变化如何反映全球政治经济格局的动态。此外，他还介绍了他们的研究方法，通过结构化估计参数来控制GDP在决定国家结构重要性中的作用，揭示了多个底层的地缘政治分裂，并分析了美国和中国的全球影响力网络。他的发言反映了对当前国际关系和全球经济动态的深刻理解，指出了未来研究可能探索的领域。

问答回顾
发言人1 问：How is the global shift to geo-economic fragmentation impacting traditional economic principles?
发言人1 答：Geo-economic fragmentation is impacting traditional economic principles by disrupting the open global marketplace and creating a world of Westernized interdependence, where trade dependencies, critical raw materials, and crossroads financial networks are used as tools of geopolitical strategy.

发言人1 问：What is the significance of the conference's focus on global supply chains and trade?
发言人1 答：The conference's focus on global supply chains and trade is significant because it addresses the changes in the global trading system and the challenges posed by geo-economic fragmentation. The central aim is to understand the new frictions in global trade and their implications for economics and foreign policy.

发言人1 问：Why should central banks care about global economics and trade?
发言人1 答：Central banks should care about global economics and trade because trade policy impacts their mandate through persistent negative supply shocks, trade fragmentation, and access to global supply chains. Additionally, geopolitical distance affects international credit, and there are concerns about the fragility of global payment systems and capital flows.

发言人1 问：What are the main challenges that central banks face in today's global economy?
发言人1 答：Central banks face several challenges in today's global economy, including managing the effects of persistent negative supply shocks, trade fragmentation, and the realignment of trade relationships. These challenges impact the transmission of monetary policy and make it difficult to accurately gauge the neutral rate of interest.

发言人1 问：What is the 'network approach to geopolitics' as introduced in the conference paper?
发言人1 答：The 'network approach to geopolitics' as introduced in the conference paper is a framework that aims to model and understand the efforts of nations to coordinate policies and build coalitions through the lens of a network phenomenon. This involves countries influencing each other's policies and actions in an interdependent manner, shaping geopolitical outcomes.

发言人1 问：What are the two main contributions of the paper presented at the conference?
发言人1 答：The two main contributions of the paper are: 1) generating a model where countries choose policies that balance their domestic interests and the need to coordinate with allies and network neighbors; 2) interpreting geopolitical actions seen in data as outcomes of the model and developing an identification assumption to use observed actions to reveal unobserved political networks.

发言人1 问：How do the actions of one country influence another within a network of relationships?
发言人1 答：The actions of one country can influence another within a network of relationships based on network connections. For example, a country may invest in influencing another country, and its actions could potentially cascade through the network, affecting even more countries, as illustrated by the influence of France potentially influencing the United States.

发言人1 问：How is influence determined between countries according to the model?
发言人1 答：Influence between countries is determined by setting the marginal benefit of influence investments equal to the marginal cost, as represented by the derivative of the subjective function with respect to investments and influence.

发言人1 问：What triggers a country to influence another, according to the model?
发言人1 答：A country is more likely to influence another if its neighbors are out of line with its preferences and take actions different from its choices, especially if those neighbors are influential in influencing a third country.

发言人1 问：What types of international issues lead to polarization and coordination?
发言人1 答：International issues with high eigenvalues indicate those that lead to polarization, where one group of countries holds one position and another group holds an opposing position. Issues with lower eigenvalues are associated with coordination, where countries align their actions due to their network connections.

发言人1 问：How can the model be applied to real-world data to reveal underlying geopolitical networks?
发言人1 答：By assuming that the same underlying factors determine both a country's preferences and the structure of the network, the model can be applied to observed data actions to recover the unobserved geopolitical network between countries. This allows for the analysis of actual vote data from the United Nations and other indicators to infer the structure and dynamics of the international system.

发言人1 问：What is the significance of the 'graft stationarity' assumption in the model?
发言人1 答：The 'graft stationarity' assumption signifies that the same factors affecting a country's preferences also affect the structure of the international network. It posits that both preferences and network connections are influenced by a common set of underlying issues.

发言人1 问：How does the model account for differences in countries' structural importance?
发言人1 答：The model allows for differences in countries' structural importance, referred to as 'pi', which reflects a country's significance on the global stage. This enables the model to accommodate varying degrees of influence among countries.

发言人1 问：What empirical evidence supports the structure identifying assumption?
发言人1 答：Empirical evidence supporting the structure identifying assumption comes from the analysis of United Nations General Assembly vote data and country preferences measured by the orientation towards democracy or autocracy. The model, when applied to these data, successfully recovers the underlying network and icon vectors that reveal the cleavages and relationships within the international system.

发言人1 问：What insights does the model provide about the evolution of the international system over time?
发言人1 答：The model provides insights into the evolution of the international system over time by revealing changes in the dominant cleavages or divisions, such as the冷战期间的苏联阵营和西方国家的对立，以及后来的全球化进程中出现的新主要矛盾，如中国与西方国家之间的矛盾。

发言人1 问：How can the model predict changes in political outcomes due to alterations in country interests or network structure?
发言人1 答：The model can predict changes in political outcomes by simulating alterations in country interests or changes in the network structure. For instance, the hypothetical scenario of China having the preferences of the United States in the 1980s illustrates the potential shift in the global alignment of interests as predicted by the model.

发言人1 问：What do the simulations show about China's alignment preferences?
发言人1 答：The simulations show that when China's preferences move towards the United States, it does not entirely align with the U.S. but instead its neighbors also move slightly towards the United States, illustrating the influence of the international network and alliances on China's behavior.

发言人1 问：What factors influence a country's power according to the model?
发言人1 答：According to the model, a country's power is measured by its autonomy (the ability to choose actions reflecting its own domestic interests) and its control (the ability to get other countries to change their actions when the country itself changes its actions). The model also considers how changes in a country's preferences affect the actions of other countries in the network.

发言人1 问：How do network linkages affect a country's power and actions?
发言人1 答：The model demonstrates that network linkages significantly affect a country's power and actions. For instance, the network connections between the United States and its European allies play a considerable role in affecting global political actions. When these linkages are altered, it can influence the political actions of countries around the world.

发言人1 问：What is the significance of the model's ability to measure political power?
发言人1 答：The model's ability to measure political power is significant because it considers various dimensions such as autonomy and control, and it can attribute power to countries based on their capacity to influence actions within the geopolitical network. This provides a benchmark for understanding the distribution of power among countries.

发言人1 问：What is the main contribution of the paper regarding the identification of geopolitical networks?
发言人1 答：The main contribution of the paper is the development of a framework that allows for the identification of the underlying geopolitical network influencing actions, using observed preferences and actions of countries. The paper introduces the idea that by observing how preferences and actions covary across countries, one can infer the structure of the geopolitical network.

发言人1 问：How does the model confirm the multi-layered nature of geopolitical dependencies?
发言人1 答：The model confirms the multi-layered nature of geopolitical dependencies by allowing for the recovery of a latent geopolitical network from observed behaviors, specifically the cross-country correlation between diplomatic preferences and actions. This enables the quantification of how actions are shaped by direct and indirect geopolitical relationships.

发言人1 问：What are the core assumptions made in the paper's methodology?
发言人1 答：The core assumptions made in the paper's methodology are regularity of the network (a form of symmetry or specific forms of symmetry), the structural assumption that the late time network and the cross-country code valence of preferences share the same eigenbasis, and the use of spectral identification which requires some discipline on the geometries of the latent network.

发言人1 问：How does the paper validate its assumptions and methodology?
发言人1 答：The paper validates its assumptions and methodology by demonstrating that with just the first five components, more than 95% of the covariance in the data and 70% of the second moments are explained. Furthermore, the paper suggests that even without the structural assumption that the two metrics share the same eigenbasis, the explained covariance remains substantial, validating the robustness of the methodology.

发言人1 问：What is the paper's contribution to the understanding of economic and geopolitical power?
发言人1 答：The paper's contribution is considered a major step for documenting the transition from documenting reduced economic forces to recovering the structural forces that generate them, particularly in the context of economic power.

发言人1 问：How do different sources influence a country's actions in geostrategic power?
发言人1 答：The different sources that push countries to align or diverge in their actions regarding geostrategic power are crucial for understanding the full view of geostrategic power. These forces often complement each other and need to be managed to discipline the origins of the inter-national network.

发言人1 问：What does the paper open up as a new area of research?
发言人1 答：The paper opens up a new area of research for measuring the origins and propagation of economic power, which is considered a major contribution to the field.

发言人1 问：Why is it important to understand how countries align their actions with others or diverge?
发言人1 答：Understanding how countries align their actions with others or diverge is important because historically, countries tie together with linkages for various reasons, such as common alliances or historical dependencies, which influence their decisions and actions.

发言人1 问：How can the model represent a situation where one country decides to not care about its allies anymore?
发言人1 答：The model can represent a situation where a country decides to not care about its allies by setting all the network connections to zero, meaning the country's actions would only reflect its own interests.

发言人1 问：In what ways can the model account for different emphases within countries' preferences affecting their geopolitical power?
发言人1 答：The model can account for different emphases within countries' preferences by assuming an underlying set of issues or cleavages that determine both the network of links and the country's preferences. When different issues arise, they alter the weights on these underlying cleavages, affecting the country's preferences and, consequently, its geopolitical power.

发言人1 问：How does the model estimate changes in the importance of underlying cleavages over time?
发言人1 答：The model estimates changes in the importance of underlying cleavages over time by allowing the weights of the cleavages to vary with different issues. An issue may bring importance to certain cleavages while reducing it in others, which influences country behavior and their actions on that issue.

发言人1 问：Does the model allow for counterfactual analysis, such as aggregating countries into larger blocks?
发言人1 答：Yes, the model allows for counterfactual analysis. It can aggregate countries into larger blocks, such as treating Europe as a single entity, and then estimate how the actions of these aggregates would change. This is done by aggregating the votes and altering the estimation of the model to reflect the changed structure.

发言人1 问：How does the model incorporate changes in countries' economic structures affecting their network structure?
发言人1 答：The model incorporates changes in countries' economic structures by allowing for some forms where the structure of the network can be influenced by the changes in countries' preferences and behavior, which are in turn influenced by their economic structure.

发言人1 问：What are the characteristics of the endogenous network in the current framework?
发言人1 答：In the current framework, the endogenous network is characterized by components that are influenced by investments in strategic influence. The form of the network depends on these investments, which include both exogenous components reflecting country preferences and endogenous strategic components.

发言人1 问：How does the model account for the role of security and economic dependencies in international relations over time?
发言人1 答：The model accounts for the role of security and economic dependencies by distinguishing between them as separate sub-components of foreign influence capacity. In the early decades of the cold war, security dependence was more heavily relied upon by the network, whereas economic dependence became more significant towards the end of the sample period.

发言人1 问：What are the implications of the changing importance of security and economic dependencies for international networks?
发言人1 答：The implication of the changing importance of security and economic dependencies is that economic links have started to matter more in the network over time, which is consistent with the globalization trend where economic interconnections between countries become increasingly important.

发言人1 问：Does the methodology allow for conclusions about country influence within the network?
发言人1 答：Yes, the methodology allows for conclusions about country influence within the network. It can decompose country actions into the effect of preferences and the effect of the network, and assess the role of direct versus indirect connections.

发言人1 问：How are direct and indirect connections in the network weighted in terms of influence?
发言人1 答：In the network, the role of direct and indirect connections is quantified by their proportion of variation in influence. For the US and China, indirect connections contribute to about 35% of the variation. However, for smaller countries, the proportion is higher, with indirect connections accounting for around 45% of the variation.

发言人1 问：What is the relationship between a country's structural importance and its power within the network?
发言人1 答：Structural importance, which is related to measures of power such as autonomy and control, is strongly associated with a country's position in the network. However, these measures of power are not completely captured by structural importance alone, indicating that other factors also play a role in determining a country's power within the network.

发言人1 问：Which countries appear to be disproportionately influential in the network according to the data?
发言人1 答：According to the data, Iran and Russia appear to be disproportionately influential in the network, having more power than would be expected based on their size alone.

发言人1 问：How is the model applied to UN voting patterns and does it account for strategic voting and abstentions?
发言人1 答：The model is applied to UN voting patterns by considering UN votes as actions that are taken after strategic influence investments have been made. The model incorporates strategic voting by examining the incentives behind countries' voting behaviors and by assuming that actions represent choices made after influence investments. It also handles abstentions by considering them as neutral or negative, depending on context, and dealing with them as part of the strategic voting process.

发言人1 问：In what ways can the model's measures of preferences and actions be refined or extended?
发言人1 答：The model's measures of preferences and actions can be refined or extended by considering different types of actions, such as using large language models to represent foreign policy statements, or by categorizing issues to see if ideal points (voter preferences) are strongly correlated across different policy areas. Additionally, the model could be estimated using different measures of actions, or a hold-out sample could be used to validate that the coefficients are strongly correlated between main estimation and hold-out samples.

发言人1 问：What are the main topics of the paper presented?
发言人1 答：The paper deals with the effects of 'agema' (large countries) on globalization, specifically whether the world is more likely to be unipolar or multipolar and who gains or loses from this transition.

发言人1 问：How does the paper define 'agema'?
发言人1 答：In the paper, 'agema' are defined as large countries that have the ability to influence others and are considered leading poles in the world.

发言人1 问：What model does the paper present and what does it account for?
发言人1 答：The paper presents a model of alignment and based stage's ic globalization. It takes into account multilateral alignment in the world and uses the global treaty database to measure alignment, trade, and power.

发言人1 问：What assumptions does the model make regarding policy preferences and border transaction costs?
发言人1 答：The model assumes that policy preferences are distributed around a circle, with an 'emt' (leading power) at one point with mass IT and preferences at zero. It also assumes there are infinite single countries with uniformly distributed preferences. Additionally, it assumes that there are cross-border transaction costs that make trade costly but decrease when policies become more aligned.

发言人1 问：How does the model's simulation show the effect of policy on utility and gains from trade?
发言人1 答：The model's simulation shows that a country's choice of policy affects its utility, with blue terms representing gains from trade. There is a trade-off between aligning with others to increase trade gains and not deviating too much from one's preferences. The model illustrates that as the size of the 'emt' increases, fragmentation equilibria occur when countries choose their preferred policies, while globalization equilibria occur when the 'emt' leads the others and trade is substantial.

发言人1 问：What are the different types of equilibriums the model can have?
发言人1 答：The model can have two types of equilibriums: fragmentation equilibriums, where countries choose their own preferred policies with little alignment, and globalization equilibriums, where all countries adopt the policy of the 'emt', leading to substantial trade.

发言人1 问：How does the model depict the distribution of gains from globalization?
发言人1 答：The model depicts that gains from globalization are unevenly distributed. The country closest to the 'emt' benefits more because of increased trade, while the country farthest from the 'emt' initially suffers as it has to move a lot to policies it doesn't like.

发言人1 问：What happens when a new power, or 'challenger', arises in the model?
发言人1 答：When a new power ('challenger') arises, it can either reinforce or break the fragmentation or globalization equilibrium depending on its size and how different its preferences are from the original 'emt'. If it becomes large enough, it can influence others and potentially shift the world towards either fragmentation or globalization.

发言人1 问：What are the implications of using sanctions in international trade?
发言人1 答：Sanctions can lead to non-discriminatory, very strong measures where if a country does not align with another or trades with someone who does not align with the former, they may face sanctions and stop trading altogether. This can be a tool to enforce alignment, but it requires careful consideration of which countries will respond to such coercion and the consequences for those that do not.

发言人1 问：Under what conditions does the speaker suggest countries might choose not to align or trade?
发言人1 答：Countries may choose not to align or trade when they are either too small or too big. For smaller countries, there's a risk of being ignored or not gaining any benefits, leading to a lack of motivation to align. For larger countries, they may not need to align as they can naturally form larger trading blocks without the need for coercion.

发言人1 问：How does the use of coercion affect welfare implications of globalization?
发言人1 答：The use of coercion can change the welfare implications of globalization. Without coercion, the goal is to have alignment to facilitate globalization. However, once a hegemon uses coercion, it shifts the scenario, as it can lead to the formation of smaller, protective trading blocks to avoid sanctions. This can result in some countries benefiting, while others suffer from reduced trade and loss of trading partners.

发言人1 问：What does the model with two or more empires illustrate about trade and alignment?
发言人1 答：The model with two or more empires illustrates a scenario where initially, there is fragmentation and no need for caution. However, as one empire grows larger, it becomes a threat to the global trading block formed by the smaller original empire. The larger empire might impose sanctions to prevent fragmentation, thereby maintaining its global influence and trade. Countries very close to the original empire tend to lose out when these blocks fragment.

发言人1 问：What do the findings from the global treaty database indicate about alignment and trade?
发言人1 答：The findings from the global treaty database suggest that countries tend to align proportionally with the most aligned countries, which are often large empires or superpowers. This alignment facilitates cross-border transactions, including trade. Historical data show a transition from the dominance of the UK in the 19th century to the US and China by the end of the sample period. Empires that are at the center of the treaty network tend to sign a disproportional share of treaties, and both economic and non-economic treaties are significant in measuring alignment that affects economic exchange.

发言人1 问：What is the significance of economic and non-economic treaties in the context of alignment?
发言人1 答：Economic and non-economic treaties are significant in the context of alignment as they represent various dimensions of intercountry relationships and show that countries align not just based on trade but also on broader economic and non-economic factors. When analyzing the impact of treaties on alignment, controlling for trade-related treaties, the coefficients for alignment measures do not change significantly, indicating that treaties capture additional aspects of alignment beyond mere trade.

发言人1 问：What are the key factors that influence bilateral trade between countries as discussed in the speech?
发言人1 答：The key factors influencing bilateral trade between countries include distance, language, size of the countries, and alignment as measured by the treaties they sign with each other. Additionally, the degree of alignment with the US plays a significant role in determining trade patterns.

发言人1 问：What does the speaker's research indicate about the relationship between country alignments and trade?
发言人1 答：The speaker's research indicates a positive and statistically significant relationship between country alignments and trade. If two countries are closely aligned with the US, they tend to trade more with each other, even when controlling for mutual alignment. Conversely, if one country is aligned with the US and the other is not, their trade with each other decreases.

发言人1 问：How does the speaker's study challenge or support the traditional theories of trade and alignment?
发言人1 答：The speaker's study challenges traditional theories which suggest that both countries involved must be aligned or 'hand in hand' for trade to occur. The research lends a reverse causality interpretation, supporting the idea that it is not necessarily the alignment that drives trade, but rather the alignment that influences trade patterns.

发言人1 问：What are the implications of the study for understanding global trade and globalization?
发言人1 答：The study implies that certain countries may not benefit equally from globalization and may even lose out if they have very different preferences. The gains from globalization are not distributed evenly among all countries, and the size and preferences of a country play a role in determining its involvement in globalization.

发言人1 问：What is the historical database the speaker refers to and what does it show?
发言人1 答：The historical database put together by the speaker and their team contains data showing that countries tend to align with agreements, and this alignment is correlated with trade. It also includes an analysis of whether China, as an example, has reached a critical size that affects its approach to globalization and international relations.

发言人1 问：What is the potential significance of the U.S. and China's relationship on global trade and alignment?
发言人1 答：The potential significance of the U.S. and China's relationship on global trade and alignment is substantial. As the U.S. grew in power in the late 20th century, it aimed to impose its preferred actions globally. The relationship between the U.S. and China, and how it evolves, can impact the alignment of other countries and the overall patterns of global trade and alignment.

发言人1 问：What is the alternative view presented in the paper regarding the drivers of globalization?
发言人1 答：The alternative view presented in the paper is that countries' preferences do not necessarily converge but their actions do, due to the dominance of a single large country like the U.S. in the late 20th century. The U.S. was able to lead other countries to act similarly, not through imposing its will but by leveraging its power to create alignment.

发言人1 问：How does the model presented in the paper explain the dynamics of country preferences and trade?
发言人1 答：The model presented in the paper uses a team of smaller open economies with different political preferences to explain the dynamics of trade. It incorporates political preferences into trade costs and considers the benefits of finding a common language or set of actions among countries. The model suggests that as the U.S. grew in size, its influence shifted the actions of other countries towards its preferred set of actions, leading to varying levels of globalization.

发言人1 问：What are the preferences of countries that do not want a stable world?
发言人1 答：Countries that do not want a stable world complain about the instability caused by the global unipolar world centered around the US, but at the same time, they also express dissatisfaction with the current state of globalization.

发言人1 问：How does the US's role in the global trading system influence other countries?
发言人1 答：The US, as the central power in the global trading system, influences other countries through its trading relationships, making them choose actions that align with the US's preferences, especially through the use of sanctions or exclusion from trading blocs if they do not trade with the US.

发言人1 问：What could be the consequences if the US decides to use caution in its international policies?
发言人1 答：If the US used caution, the global space would shift, potentially leading to a more fragmented world where countries implement their own preferences, and the US's ability to maintain globalization might be compromised.

发言人1 问：What factors influence global welfare in the context of IT (International Trade)?
发言人1 答：Global welfare can be influenced by the size and relative size of countries' economies and their alignment with global powers like the US. As IT becomes smaller, global welfare may decrease, pushing the world towards a fragmented state, but the US can prevent this by threatening sanctions.

发言人1 问：What could be the implications if China were to become larger than the US?
发言人1 答：If China were to become larger than the US, it could lead to a shift in global dynamics and potentially change the global trading blocs. IT might become unstable and might even help maintain stability during the transition if the US's size decreases due to China's growth.

发言人1 问：How do changes in preferences versus actions and economic actions affect international relations?
发言人1 答：Changes in preferences can significantly affect international relations, potentially leading to shifts in alignment and policy actions. Economic actions such as trade and alignment can reinforce these changes. Understanding how to alter preferences or actions is crucial for shaping foreign policy and international cooperation.

发言人1 问：What could be the impact of a non-uniform distribution of IT on the world's power dynamics?
发言人1 答：A non-uniform distribution of IT could lead to larger countries with more people around them having naturally more power, as their preferences could dominate. Additionally, the formation of coalitions by smaller countries that have mass could act like one large country, influencing power dynamics.

发言人1 问：What is the significance of coalitions in determining the power dynamics in the model?
发言人1 答：The significance of coalitions lies in their potential to align preferences and actions. If they are formed, it could represent a concentration of power, with the actions and preferences of the coalition members being paramount in determining the power dynamics.

发言人1 问：Could the model account for the dynamic effects of trade on future power distribution?
发言人1 答：Yes, by making the model dynamic and incorporating the idea that trade leads to growth and a larger entity in the future, conflicts of interest between current and future selves could arise. This dynamic aspect of trade could influence whether countries align or diverge in their preferences over time.

发言人1 问：How could a dynamic model of trade influence realignments in the global trading system?
发言人1 答：A dynamic model of trade could influence realignments by showing how current trade decisions and interactions affect a country's future size and alignment within the trading system. For example, a smaller country might be tempted to align with a larger trading partner to gain economic benefits and influence, potentially leading to changes in the global trading system's structure.

发言人1 问：What determines the switching point of middle countries in terms of aligning with one power or another?
发言人1 答：The switching point for middle countries is determined by their preferences and how they align with larger trading blocks, like China or the U.S. For instance, if a country's preferences are closely aligned with China, it may switch allegiance when China becomes dominant, affecting the balance of power in the global trading system.

发言人1 问：Can the model differentiate between the wealth gained from trade versus that from multilateral or bilateral agreements?
发言人1 答：The model may not directly differentiate between wealth gained from trade versus multilateral or bilateral agreements, but it can distinguish between the type of agreements signed, like bilateral versus multilateral. The impact of excluding certain regions or countries could be significant in terms of the size and strength of the remaining trading blocs.

发言人1 问：What could be the effects of changing country preferences over time on global alignments and trade agreements?
发言人1 答：Changing country preferences over time could affect global alignments and trade agreements by influencing whether countries wish to align with certain partners or diverge. This change could be race-dependent, with preferences altering before a country gains significant influence to affect the balance of power or policy outcomes.

发言人1 问：How do country preferences and their dynamics affect the model's outcomes?
发言人1 答：In the model, country preferences are exogenous and fixed, meaning they do not change over time, which affects the model's outcomes. If preferences were to be a function of each other or change over time, it could lead to stronger gravitation towards certain alliances and potentially alter the model's predictions regarding global alignments and trade dynamics.

